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Cardiovascular Disease (CVD)
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Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the US.

Kentucky ranks 7th for highest CVD death rate. 

LMPHW, 2018
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Heart Disease Deaths in Louisville



Risk Factors for CVD

• Traditional risk factors do not 

fully explain CVD

• 70-80% of CVD could be 

due to environmental causes
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Bhatnagar, 2006, 2017
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Environmental Health Assessment
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Inverse Association between Spatial Variation and Residential 

Greenness and Volatile Organic Compound Metabolites

Distribution of Greenness in Louisville, KY

Yeager et al. 2018















Thank You!

Natasha DeJarnett, PhD, MPH, BCES

Assistant Professor of Medicine

Christina Lee Brown Envirome Institute

University of Louisville

Natasha.DeJarnett@louisville.edu

@DrDeJarnett

This work is supported in part by a grant 

provided  by the National institute of 

Environmental Health Sciences 

(ES029846-04S1). 




